
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2021 

Welcome to another newsletter, which we hope heralds the arrival of spring and the start of a return to more 

normal life.  We plan to restart services on Palm Sunday, 28th March, and look forward to seeing you. 

Thank you to Kate Bean who is now helping with the Newsletter with contributions and a quiz! 

We’d welcome comments, and suggestions on how to improve it. 

Marilyn Ainslie, marilyn@ainslie.org.uk, tel. 01260 223346.

 

 

 

Birthday Greetings   
Our best wishes go to:  

March 28th Arthur Gilman 95 

March 13th Jerry Howarth 85 

March 30th John Shaw 80 

March 7th Jo Watson 60 

March 2nd Isabel Lever 30 

March 14th Alice Kidd (Wilson) 30 

 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of any 

future birthdays we don’t know about, major ones for 

adults, any for children. 

 

Snippets 
The good news is that the Bullgate Lane 

postbox has been replaced and is now 

operational. It seems to have a better sized 

aperture than the old one. 

Marilyn has organised an annual Marie 

Curie Daffodil collecting day for about 30 

years, with Shirley not far behind, mainly at 

Safeways / Morrisons in Congleton.  We 

were lucky to get last year’s in before lockdown, but 

this year it has gone virtual.  They now support all 

terminally ill patients, and are in desperate need of 

help in current circumstances.  We normally collect 

about £600 per day and very much hope to exceed 

that, with your help, at our JustGiving site 

https://bit.ly/3b1N8Us .  All donations would be 

appreciated, although we haven’t offered to do a 

challenge! 

 

All change at Bridge Cottage!  

Kate Bean has moved from Bridge Cottage to a 

bungalow in Congleton. Judy and Kate came to live in 

North Rode 22 years ago. We loved the house and the 

garden so much and spent many happy hours working 

on it together. Sadly after Judy’s early death the 

garden, in particular, proved too much for one  

person so moving was the only option. We made 

some fabulous friends and thoroughly enjoyed being 

part of village life. However as I have not moved far, 

you have certainly not seen the last of me! 

I am sure you will extend the same warm welcome to 

the new owners, Marta Urban and James Doherty 

and their dog, Merlin. They previously lived in 

Macclesfield. Marta is a GP and James works in IT 

support. 

 

 

Marton School News 

 

Dear Friends 

We have made it to half term and now all ready for a 

week’s rest! As schools are closed we have only been 

open for Critical Key Worker children and school has 

felt very strange indeed! 

We have all adapted to Remote Learning and 

constantly revise this to support our pupils and their 

families who are doing an incredible job being at 

home. We now eagerly await the news that school 

will reopen soon! 

For the last week of half term we have dedicated a 

whole week to Well-being to support Children’s 

mental Health and have been so impressed by the 

activities that families engaged in. We have loved 

seeing all of the beautiful creations they have made 

at home and thank our families for supporting this 

special week. 

Being closed hasn’t prevented us for gathering 

together; we now ‘Zoom’ Worship and Celebration 

assemblies and every Monday have a well-being 

zoom with each class teacher and pupils and while 

these are not the same as being together, means we 

can continue our good relationships at school, 

something we are so proud of!  

Please don’t forget if you have school aged children 

we still have spaces and would be more than happy 

to welcome you at school. Closing date for September 

2021 has passed but if you would like to consider 

Marton, we’d love to welcome you to our school 

family! 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 



The Rector's Letter - March 

 

     The Prime Minister's recent announcement that most of the present restrictions may be lifted by the 

end of June is welcome news. It would appear that the vaccinations are starting to bring the pandemic 

under some sort of control and our Parochial Church Council has decided that worship will resume at St. 

Michael's on Palm Sunday 28th March, when the clocks change and the days become lighter.  In the 

meantime, I hope everyone is coping with this third lockdown and beginning to look towards the future.   

     We are now in the season of Lent, a time when Christians traditionally give up something for forty days 

as part of their preparation for Easter.  Well, having lived during the last year with all of the restrictions 

that have been imposed upon us because of Coronavirus, we may feel that we have already been obliged 

to give up so much of what we once enjoyed, and perhaps took for granted, those simple pleasures that 

enriched our lives.  As the Canadian singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell sang in Big Yellow Taxi in 1970, “you 

don’t know what you’ve got `til it’s gone”.   

     By not being able to get together with our friends and family, we are reminded of how much we love 

them and how much we may have taken them for granted. If we are sick, we are reminded of how good 

it is to be well. Unable to go where we like, we remember how precious that freedom is.  I also find myself 

grateful for what I do have now: the walks across nearby fields with Rachel and our two dogs, for the 

phone and Zoom chats with family, friends and clergy colleagues.  I’m grateful for the chilly spring 

sunshine, my house, my job, food on the table, and my own health. 

     In the Gospel reading for Ash Wednesday, Jesus says, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also."  (St. Matthew 6:21) This Lent, perhaps more than any other, we should think about the treasures in 

our lives.  Which treasures are truly of value, and which ones are only fool’s gold?  What we give up, take 

on, or do for Lent are not as important as what those things do for us. 

     Hopefully, when this Coronavirus-Lent is over, we will all value what we have a little more.  

     Yours ever,                                                          

     Colin 

      

February Sermons 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=zmtsSoilH0U 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ-ccu33aOM 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=1koXz6FHvcQ 

 

         http://www.northrodechurch.org.uk 

 

Covid Vaccinations 

 

A great big shout-out to Andy Hodgson, who lives in the Park who was 

one of the first six pharmacists in England to be appointed to be 

administrators of the approved Covid 19 vaccines. At his Andrews 

Pharmacy on Kennedy Avenue Macclesfield he now has a team of 5 

assisted by a 15 strong support team working 12 hours a day, currently 

administering 2,000 vaccines a week. He featured on tv as he began and 

said it was the proudest moment of his career. His support team also 

features people from North Rode- so keep up the good work!  

  

March 28th 

Palm Sunday 

No flowers during 

Lent 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Geoff Petts 

April 4th 

Easter Sunday 

Flowers: 

Sue Bullock & 

helpers 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

Revd Bruce Lamb 
Bullock Family 
 

March Services 



 

North Rode’s Rubbish 

Lockdown or no lockdown the village roads and verges are receiving the usual detritus of drinks cans, water bottles, 

crisp packets, sweet wrappers and takeaway packaging.  It’s not as bad as many places, but litter does seem to have 

a habit of attracting more litter if nothing is done.  Some in the village already do their bit to keep the village looking 

tidy along roads near their properties and have been doing so for years. I notice that Bramhall Hill, Bank Lane and 

Church Lane tends to get more than their fair share, particularly at junctions, probably because it is a popular cut 

through. I have now set up a litter picking group to encourage anyone interested in helping to do their bit. We are 

registered with Litter Action as North Rode Litter Patrol, and you can see our webpage at the following link: 

https://www.litteraction.org.uk/north-rode-litter-patrol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ANSA Environmental Services, who are responsible for street cleaning in Cheshire East have kindly provided some 

litter pickers, bag hoops, high visibility vests and refuse sacks for North Rode Community use. If you are interested 

in getting involved with this, please contact me on huwwilliams200@gmail.com, and I will drop off some 

equipment for you if still available. You will need to sort out your own gloves to avoid touching refuse, and dispose 

of the bags in your own wheelie bins or take to the tip.  

Probably we will make the last Sunday of each month a litter patrol day to keep us on the case so to speak (weather 

dependant) and when we are able it would be nice to meet up with others, but for now it is probably best to just 

get out in your own bubbles and report areas you have done for our litter action page. Under current COVID 

restrictions, this can form part of your daily exercise so long as you socially distance from other households.  We 

can also clean road signs and cut back growth if obscured by hedges. 

The important thing is to Stay Safe and Be visible. Roads we cover are Pexhall Lane, Bank Lane, Shellow Lane, 

Bullgate Lane, Station Rd, Manor Park Rd, Park Rd, Church Lane, Ethel’s Green and Junctions with the A54 and A536. 

The A54 and A536 are possibly a bit racy in places with thin verges and fast traffic? Shout out if I’ve missed 

anywhere.  

Huw Williams 

Rode Hall Farm 

 

North Rode WI are like many of other WIs not meeting yet due to the ongoing Virus. We have 

had lots of correspondence from Chester and National HQ which needed attention. Our W.I. 

Life Magazine came out in February and our Monthly Cheshire News will be coming out in 

March but not much news at the moment. We have produced a North Rode WI Newsletter which was 

very well received, produced by Diane Lowe with articles etc from our Members included. We do hope 

that we will be able to meet face to face but no idea which month that will be.  



  

Nature Notes by John Lea 

The garden birds are hungry now, snow covered ground hides a lot of natural food.  In my youth when 

wheat was cut with a binder sheaves stood in the field for three weeks.  The church bells had to ring three 

times before they could be stacked in the Dutch barns, there was a lot of spillage of grain in the process. 

In the winter contractors' thrashing machines moved from farm to farm, usually thrashing our last bay of 

wheat in March.  Before selective weed sprays were used on the growing crops it was amazing how much 

weed seed was sifted out of the grain to be thrown away on waste ground behind the farm 

buildings.  Feeding the small birds in winter is not a new idea.  As the threshing machines worked round 

the different farms an amazing flock of birds followed.  Combine harvesters brought it to an end, but not 

for us.  Father had developed customers who gave a good bonus for the long, unbroken wheat straw that 

came out of the thrashing machine.  If it went into a battener rather than into bales the straw came 

through unbroken and could be used for thatching or in the potteries for wrapping round transported 

pottery.  Even when it went through the large baler there was still a good bonus because the straw was 

much longer than if it had come through a combine harvester.  When I came out of hospital in March of 

1957 it was our own thrashing machine working in the yard.  It was a couple more years before father 

finally accepted that the cost of labour ruled out the bonus from the long straw and the ease of wheat 

storage. 

A brook is always a highway for rats and ours ran within a few yards of the Dutch barn.  Thrashing was an 

exciting time for farm dogs because we ran wire netting between the barn and the brook. The last bay 

thrashed was in the March before my father finally agreed to buy a combine harvester, we killed over 90 

rats.  Most of them in the last hour as the last sheaves were being tossed up onto the thrashing box.  After 

it was all over the dogs were so exhausted that they staggered down to the brook and flopped down to 

cool off.  

My once-in-a-lifetime wildlife sight was also in March but a few years ago.  I scooted round the end of the 

garage and paused to enjoy the view into the wood.  The fence long gone the old hedge cop was now 

planted with daffodils, and at the front, along the edge of the lawn, a row crocuses.  The sun was shining, 

the day was warm and, as I just sat looking, a bumblebee emerged out of the lawn.  Hibernation over, he 

crawled shakingly towards the crocuses and with considerable effort managed to climb into one 

flower.  Having, presumably, sucked the nectar he then climbed to the next one and, eventually, into the 

next.  This all took a bit of time but after the third flower, refuelled by nectar, he bussed out like a 

bumblebee should.  It truly was a once-in-a-lifetime experience that I shall never forget. 

 

 

 

 

FOOD AND DRINK QUIZ 

 

1. Retsina is native to which country? 

2. What is a crate of twelve bottles of wine called? 

3. Which scientist discovered that yeast causes fermentation? 

4. Who is the female wine expert on the BBC's 'Food and Drink' programme? 

5. In which country is the wine-making area of Stellenbosch? 

6. Which type of pasta’s name means “little worms”? 

7. Which fruit is a cross between a blackberry and a raspberry? 

8. Which meat is used in Glamorgan sausages? 

9. What type of milk was mozzarella cheese originally made from? 

10. What is a carbonnade cooked in?     

                                                                

Answers next month 


